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A better land governance for LDN 

The issue of land will be in the center of two upcoming major 
environmental events, i.e. CoP-12 of UNCCD, in October at 
Ankara and CoP-21 of UNFCCC at Paris on Nov-December at 
Paris, because land is being considered as the medium which 
can provide sink for excessive atmospheric carbon in most 
economically possible way. UNCCD, which is currently 
struggling to remain related in the current global 
environmental governance scenario, is projecting its 
ambitious and innovative concept of zero net land 
degradation or land degradation neutrality (LDN), which is 
based on large scale rehabilitation of degraded lands with 
reforestation and agro-forestry practices, by mobilizing 
financial, technological and public private partnership based 
approaches.   

Establishment of a global LDN Fund is one of the hottest 
topics at Ankara at CoP-12. According to World Resource 
Institute (WRI) more than two billion hectares of land 
worldwide is suitable for rehabilitation through forest and 
landscape restoration. Of that, 1.5 billion hectares would be 
best suited to mosaic restoration, in which forests and trees 
are combined with other land uses, including agroforestry and 
smallholder agriculture. 

Poverty is largely rural and land is the main asset for the poor 
people. Besides farmers, communities of pastoralists, nomads 
and forest dwelling indigenous people are major users of land 
resources. They live in harmony with the nature and are 
aware of the importance of vegetation, water and biodiversity 
on the land. However these communities have no or limited 
legal access to land and often their rights to use land 
resources are not guaranteed by national laws. 

Land resources are under tremendous pressure, besides over 
use, huge danger of commercial pressure on land is looming in 
the form of worldwide land grabbing trend, driven by global 
inflation in food prices. Millions of hectares of land are being 
acquired for mainly for agribusiness at the cost of customary 
rights of local communities. International Land Coalition (ILC) 
expresses its concern over global land grabbing trend that the 
large-scale land acquisitions could lead to the large scale 

eviction of the rural poor of the land resources they use under 
customary, common property, or otherwise not-formally 
recognized tenure systems. ILC expresses concern that even 
individuals and communities with legally recognized rights are 
also at risk because of ineffective or corrupt land 
administration systems.  

 
The big question is how to achieve LDN targets, besides 
applications of scientific knowledge, technologies and 
mobilizing finances and commercially viable public private 
partnership ventures, which requires huge resources and 
commitment under traditional investment model which keep 
poor people away from the benefits. However there is an 
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alternative approach, which needs to be adopted and that is 
improving land governance and involving local land users in 
the sustainable management of land according to the 
ecological needs of the land. This requires a national level 
political commitment.  

Achieving LDN will remain a dream unless we recognize the 
importance rather essentiality of empowering local land users 
and make them a center of all LDN planning and 
implementation processes. These local communities are 
already wary of mining concessions, deforestation and 
commercial plantations which are pushing local communities 
to margins and depriving them from their subsistent 
livelihoods.  

UNCCD could be an ideal framework for promoting LDN 
approaches based on principles of true local empowerment 
and participation in land governance, and decision making. 
We need to put horse in front of the cart and ensure 
organizations of local land users are facilitated with secure 
tenure, financial support and technologies, which could mean 
a rigorous process of re-assessing land use policies at national 
level and make them friendly to local land users. This is time 
nations of Asia, Africa and Latin America pursue pro-poor land 
governance reforms and make them custodians and leaders of 
LDN process.  

Tanveer Arif, SCOPE Pakistan, author is a member CSO panel 
of UNCCD (Asia)   

 

A death blow to mango ryots 

The prevailing drought condition and alarming depletion of 
groundwater table have a telling effect in the mango orchards 
in the district. 

Most of the trees have withered, having spelt a distress for 
the mango growers, who have suffered a loss of more than Rs. 
80 crore last fruiting season owing to a near-total washout of 
the crop. 

 
Mango acreage in Chittoor district has gone down by 40 per 
cent in the last three years owing to drought 

According to horticulture officials, mango orchards have 
completely withered in more than 10,000 hectares, and in 
many orchards around 40 per cent of the trees have become 
dead. 

The impact is strongly felt in Chandragiri, Puthalapattu, Piler 
and Chittoor constituencies, where water table has slipped 
below 1,000 feet. Bearing the brunt, the mango plantations in 
the district has come down by over 40 per cent in the last 
three years. 

“Two decades ago, I had 600 trees in my orchard. Now, 350 of 
them have withered. I had spent Rs. 25 lakh on bore-wells, but 
the effort hardly brought success,” Kishore, a mango grower 
from Irala mandal (Block), lamented. 

Recalling the travails of the drought in 1972, they said that the 
present condition in rural areas is more severe than it was 43 
years ago. Farmers deplore that though the government had 
promised to come to their rescue by supplying water tankers 
for the orchards, nothing had happened so far. “Till two years 
ago, I used to get profits to the tune of lakhs from my 10-acre 
orchard. Now, the trees are slowly withering I spent Rs 800 
per trip of water tanker to keep the trees alive, but in vain. 
This year, I have incurred a loss of Rs 8 lakh,” Ramachandra, 
another farmer from Pakala Mandal(Block) said. 

 

 
 

Further, the lack of compensation has compounded the 
problems of the farmers. “Our demand for compensation for 
the loss in horticulture crops is yet to get a government nod. 
During the last three years, there has been no encouragement 
from the government for the mango farmers,” a group of 
farmers told The Hindu. 

Deputy Director (Horticulture) V. Dharmaja said that the 
mango plantations, especially those in the rocky terrains, have 
borne the brunt of the drought this year. 

 “Rains during the last two days will result in rejuvenation of 
the drying orchards. We are gearing up to supply green 
manure seeds to mango growers,” he said. 

 By K. Umashankar  
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